


small rosette plants that develop deep tap 
roots. Plant rapidly enter the reproductive 
phase as temperatures increase in spring 
and summer, producing masses of seed as 
they progressively grow in size.

Fleabane plants often go largely 
unnoticed until they elongate during the 
reproductive phase. However, they are 
difficult to control with most herbicides 
once they enter the reproductive stage 
and their deep taproot makes them 
difficult to control with light cultivation. 
Fleabane plants should never be ignored 
in a cereal crop as they will be very difficult 
to control with herbicides post-harvest.

It is essential that fleabane plants are also 
managed in the other parts of the farming 
system, including fallows, roadsides, 
channels and waste areas as these are a 
ready source of seed to reinfest farmed 
areas.

Managing fleabane

The key focus for managing fleabane must 
be to control plants while they are still 
small. Herbicide options for managing 
fleabane are discussed in “Managing 
fleabane in cotton” in WEEDpak on the 
internet. Just type “WEEDpak” and 
“Fleabane” into Google (or another) and 
follow the links.

Tactics for controlling fleabane should 
include ensuring that:
•	  No fleabane seedlings are present when 

a crop is planted. This can be done by 
either a complete cultivation pass at 
planting or using knock-down herbicides 
prior to planting.

•	 A residual herbicide should also 
be included in the system if heavy 
infestations of fleabane are expected, 
provided a residual can be selected 
which will not cause plant-back issues for 
following crops.

Additionally, in fallows:
•	 Glyphosate alone will not be enough 

to control fleabane, even fleabane 
seedlings, so plan to use a double knock 
tactic of either two herbicides or a 
herbicide followed by a cultivation, and

•	 Don’t hesitate to use cultivation as 

MANAGING FLEABANE IN THE COTTON SYSTEM

FLEABANE is well adapted to minimum tillage and stubble retention situations. Small fleabane plants can 
produce masses of seed that infest crops, ditches, roadways and fallows.

required, it is probably the cheapest 
herbicide resistance management tool in 
the tool box.

In cereal crops:
•	 Seedlings that emerge over winter and 

spring are controlled with a broad-
leaf herbicide before they become 
reproductive (before harvest).

In summer rotations (sorghum or 
maize):
•	 Use a double-knock with a shielded 

sprayer or inter-row cultivation to 
remove fleabane seedlings that emerge 
after the crop,

In cotton:
•	 Use a residual herbicide before planting, 

at planting, or as an early lay-by if heavy 
infestations of fleabane are expected,

•	 Use a double-knock with a shielded 
sprayer or inter-row cultivation to 
remove fleabane seedlings that emerge 

after the cotton,

•	 Use chipping or spot spraying to remove 
escapes, and

•	 Use a layby at canopy closure to prevent 
fleabane establishing later in the season .

It is unwise to plant other broadleaf crops 
such as chickpeas or faba beans in fields 
where heavy populations of fleabane 
are expected as it will be very difficult to 
control fleabane in these crops.

Avoiding the next round of 
resistance

Fleabane seedlings can be managed fairly 
easily by using either contact herbicides, 
residual herbicides or cultivation. 
However, as with most glyphosate 
resistant weeds, the trap of using an 
alternative herbicide to control fleabane 
is to ensure that control doesn’t rely too 
heavily on a single herbicide or herbicide 
group.






