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“What we are looking for is your story —
what you are doing, how you came to be doing #
and how you got if off the ground__."







Opal i the most magnificent of precious gemstones

It boasts every colour of the visible spectrum, from
deepest and clearest blues and greens to nppling golden
orange; through delicate pink and violet to nich turquoise,
shocking vermilion, carmine and fuschia - every colour
imaginable.




An opal may contain any or all of these colours, arrayed in
wondrous patterns with names like harlequin, pinfire,
Chinese writing, flower garden, flagstone and rolling flash
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In 1954 opal was declared Australia’s Mational
Gemstone; yet few Australians have seen high quality
opal, because the country has no major public collection
of this astonishing national treasure, Incredibly, there are
better public displays of opal overseas than in Australia.




At the Australian Opal Centre, we will at last have a
fitting treasury for our spectacular National Gemstone.

This priceless collection belonging to the people will be
without rival anywhere - it will be our nation's ‘Crown
Jewels,'






THE REASON:

A national indusiry that
has sustained outback
communities for maore
than a century and could
do so for a century more

7th NATIONAL OPAL
SYMPOSIUM
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The Mational»Gemstone




THE BENEFITS

= Education (school, vocational, lifelong)

+ Scientific research

+ Community cultural development

= Economic development and buffering

* Protection of valuable and vulnerable tems of Australia’s movable
cultural heritage

* Regional tourism development (esp. high yield niche tourssm)

= High-quality, distinctively Australian tourism product for intemational
marketing

* Collaboration within and across regions to achieve critical mass

+ Employment generation

* Increased local value adding and enterprise

= Sustainable opal industry development and promotion

= Global focus for marketing and promotion of Australia as a destination
and itz Mational Gemstone as a product

* Model energy-efficient public building in semi-arid regional Australia

+ Outstanding model of sustainable community development



Bored? Skip to the end! Go to

www.australianopalcentre.com

Click on this button

and leamn about Crowdfunding by doing it!



THE STORY SO FAR....




....A beautiful and historic site






A remarkable team




“Glenn Murcutt is . one of the
world's mast influential
architects "
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An astounding collection



Spectacular colour and detail
in the opalised fossil tail bone
of a 110 million-year-old turtle




Tooth of a camivorous theropod
dinosaur, preserved in semi-
transparent common opal with
brilliant turguoise colour




Harold Hodges' opal teeth




A National Treasury of Opals

cf Crown Jewels of England
The Smithsonian
The Hermitage













Programs



Scientific research

* ARC Linkage Grant research project §
* The Opal Project
* Individual palaeo research projects




Palaeontological fieldwork






Public film nights and lectures
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Exhibitions

On the Wallaby Track - watercolours by Bob Pelchen.



Fragile Black Heart - photographs and short film by Lucy Di Paolo.



Training and workshops




Membership program
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Public exhibition space
















Education programs

* Local schools
* Visiting schools
* Tertiary and vocational



Source of high quality
information and images

Opal

The Phenomenal Gemastone




Partner in community
projects




Product development and merchandising
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The Australian Opal Centre
addresses real needs and
opportunities. It has grown from a
dream to a substantial reality.




The Australian Opal Centre addresses
real needs and opportunities. It has grown

from a dream to a substantial reality.

The bridge to realising the full potential
of the Australian Opal Centre....




The Australian Opal Centre addresses
real needs and opportunities. It has grown

from a dream to a substantial reality.

The bridge to realising the full potential
of the Australian Opal Centre....

....I1s $28 million.




Everything
is in place.

¥ Deductible Gift Recipient

¥ Outstanding project team

¥ Business plan

v Sustainability

¥ Ownership of site

¥ Building design

¥ Quantity surveyor’s report

¥ Development approval

¥ Strong community support

v Diverse partners and relationships
¥ Nationally significant collection
¥ Public programs and services
¥ Track record of achievement
¥ Investment ready




The Australian Opal Centre is an exceptional project of
local, regional and national importance, distinguished by
an unprecedented combination of attributes:

* High calibre collaborators

* leonic location, endurance and visibility

« Distinct and nationally significant subject matter (gem opal, opalised
fossils and the cultural heritage of Australia's outback opal fields)

« Pratection of valuable, vulnerable tems of Australia’s movable cultural
heritage

+ Strong community foundations and participation

+ Sustainable integration of industry, tourism, scientific, heritage and
cultural values

« Contributions to cultural and economic development, employment
generation and vocational training, education and research

« Value as a global focus for marketing and promotion of Australia as a
destination and fts Mational Gemstone as a product

= A model energy-efficient public building in semi-arid regional Australia

= An outstanding model of sustainable community development




CROWDFUNDING

Also referred o as!

Peer to peer funding
Peer funding
Social fundraising




CROWDFUNDING

...Is collective cooperation by peaple who network and pool funds
usually online, 1o support projects inftiated by others - especially
projects traditionally reliant on business finance or grant funding

Allows widespread involvement
(philnthrapy |s often the domain of the wealthy)



CROWDFUNDING

is collective cooperation by people who network and pool funds,
usually online, to support projects initiated by others - especially
projects traditionally reliant on business finance or grant funding

Allows maximum money to go directly to the cause




Our crowdfunding portal:

www.australianopalcentre.com
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CROWDFUNDING

is collective cooperation by people who network and pool funds,
usually online, to support projects initiated by others - especially
projects traditionally reliant on business finance or grant funding
ls not a panacea
Does not guarantee success

Is an exciting alternative for funding regional projects




Try it now!

www.australianopalcentre.com




and to the people of the opal
fields, past, present and future,
whao enrich the world with their
tenacity, skill and humour, and
with the wonder and beauty they
bring to us out of the darkness -

THANK YOU
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