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Modifications to the computer room at Narra bri Research Station were 
undertaken in 1985 to provide closer control of dust levels, room temperature 
and humidity (Cotton Research Council, project DAN 24L). The building 
modifications greatly reduced the space previously used for the permanent 
location of computer terminals, requiring al t ernative arrangements to be made. 

As no other room was available in the Administration Building, most of the 
terminals were set up to operate from individual work places in offices and 
laboratories. It was expected that portable terminals would also have the 
advantage of permitting a continuity of work effort by avoiding the disruption 
and distractions which can arise when a user moves between office/laboratory and 
a central terminal location. 

Funds were sought through this project to enable the purchase of six 
portable video display te rminals to service cotton research projects being 
carried out by Officers of the Department of Agriculture located at Narrabri. At 
the time of application (1985/86) there were eight such projects supported by 
grants totalling $167,400. 
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FINAL REPORT: 

ATTACHMENT C 

Additional terminals for VAX 11/750 computer. 
(Project DAN 23L). 

The Administration Building at Narrabri Research Station was wired to allow 
connections to the VAX to be made from all offices and laboratories. Links were 
also provided to three laboratories located outside the building. 

Six VT220-ZC terminals were supplied by Digital Equipment Corporation in 
February 1986. One was ·1ocated in the insectary, one in the computer room and 
the remainder were set up on mobile work stations in the Administration 
Building. 

The system has worked faultlessly to date and has proven to be an efficient 
alternative to the permanent central location of all terminals. A service 
contract for the terminals is currently being negotiated with Digital Equipment 
Corporation. The cost is expected to be $950 p.a. 

The total cost of the project was $8784 

Supervisor of Research 


