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Latest weather news:

Latest Bureau Of Meteorology models indicate sea surface temperature
indices exceeding El Niño thresholds during 2014/15 summer.
Southern Oscillation Index at odds with Niño 3.4 Sea Surface
Temperature index, now moving towards zero, currently 30 day average
SOI = -5 providing some optimism for later spring rainfall.
The Southern Annular Mode currently neutral, trending positive for the
rest of October, assisting moisture supply during spring.
Multi-week rainfall guidance showing above average temperatures and
the chance of a weak rainfall event mid-October.
Australian CliMate App showing stored soil moisture deficits for the
majority of cotton regions.
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The Southern Annular Mode:

The SAM is a significant driver of eastern Australian climate during cotton
planting time. 
The SAM influences moisture circulation patterns from the Tasman and
Coral Sea regions into fronts and troughs forming in inland regions. 
A positive SAM, historically has had a positive influence on spring rainfall.
The chart below shows the SAM currently in a neutral/negative phase
and forecast to enter a positive phase in mid-October. 

The Southern Annular Mode (or Antarctic Oscillation Index) Observed and

Forecasts (Source: NOAA (US)):
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Summary of climate indicators:
For more information on what the climatic indicators mean, click here. 
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Rainfall and temperature guidance summary:
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Before relying on the material in any important matter, users should carefully evaluate its accuracy, currency,

completeness and relevance for their purposes, and should obtain any appropriate professional advice relevant to

their particular circumstances. Next update: 20 October.

Header photo courtesy Cotton Australia and Jamie Condon.
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